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348 THE UTTLEJ^^ 

ut of due time and ruthlessly strangled 
experiment, born o recently that attention has been 

in itS Port Royal work and literature by educational 

directed to the P ^ a rema rkable foreshadowing ot 
reformers, who ^ ^ with s i ow but we hope gradual 

th rce P r“rg. e ng upon our schools and universities. We may 
Ti I TeaVn mufh from these old Jansen, st reformers. I he.r 
. "if sicrificino devotion to the work of education, 
their ^ense "of the importance of early moral training and 
unervision, their detestation of pedantry, them des.re to 
make education a natural and happy th.ng, tending to the 
Whest advantage of mind and body and sp.rit-these are 
motives and principles which cannot be too strongly .nfused 
into our modern teachers and our modern methods. 


SHOULD NOT Pnprrv , 

1 PURITY HAVE the 

MRST WORD? 

“In the day that God created man i t u 

him; male and female created He them'LnHhi"! 58 ° f God made He 

m and blessed them.”— Gen. v. i, 2 . 

Ihe time seems to have come when narent« 
well-being of their children, should question th™ 01 ? ** th<? 
seriously as to whether the present manner of SiTS 
or rather, ignoring the sacred subiects g with, 

relation of the sexes and the birth of children U "TghtTr 
w,se one. Many thoughtful women are already convinced 
that to leave ch.ldren untaught is to expose them to great 
danger, but are at a loss to know how to teaeh ; while 
others, unable to overcome the effect of early training and 
the habits of a lifetime, deem the subject altogether unfit to 
be touched upon. The grossness of the early part of the last 
century has had its reaction in the false shame and prudery 
of the early part of the present, and there are signs only too 
plainly to be seen of another reaction, far more degrading 
than the grossness of our forefathers. The subject has been 
treated as one unfit for comment, far less instruction, even 
between mother and daughter. What wonder then that what 
is treated as unclean should in time come to be esteemed 
unclean. Why are we unable to speak of these things to our 
children r Is it not because we ourselves are lacking in 
simplicity and purity of thought? Do we seriously believe 
that He who formed them in the beginning made them male 
and female, — that every organ of our body is fearfully and 
wonderfully made to perform its own especial iunction, that 
our affections, emotions, passions, are all His bestowal, only 
ceasing to be holy when we treat them as unholy r If we 
believe this, why do we not teach our children to Ixlieve it . 
Why is it that parents provide for their children t e est am 
roost careful instruction in other matters, but on t it sa r 
subjects of marriage and the relation of the sexes, ^ 
ever, pure teaching is necessary' 


, growing boys and girls are 
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' . , . , TTTT7 no • but to learn from any teacher, true 

or falTfe.! or foolish, that they may happen to be thrown 
With is it because mothers are ignorant of how soon 
children begin to learn, or do they not realize that it is 
imfiosstble even if it were desirable, that boys and girls can 
remain long in entire ignorance of these things, and that 
therefore it is only a question of who shall teach them r ihe 
result of our present system is, that imagining it to be unsafe 
or improper to instruct a child truthfully, the reply in the 
majority of cases to the first innocent query is an untrue one, 
and like all untruths needs a second and a third to support 
it. As we have not decided among ourselves what particular 
form of untruth is most desirable, the replies vary, and the 
child soon sees it is being deceived, and goes elsewhere for 
enlightenment, but — no longer in simplicity. W hat should 
have been the truthful and gradual unfolding of a sacred and 
wonderful mystery, becomes now, in the childish estimation, 
a mysterious secret, about which it is useless to enquire from 
recognised authority. The simple and natural desire to know 
becomes an uneasy curiosity; in many children all the keener 
from being foolishly baffled. Henceforth anything the child 
finds out or is informed of, it carefully conceals, and so the 
barrier of reserve between parent and child is established. 

In other cases the more judicious reply to early questioning 
is “ you shall be told when you are older,” which would be 
less open to objection if the day for telling ever really came, 
but it rarely does, and the boy is sent to school with no 
teaching from his parents, and with just so much knowledge 
as he has picked up in a chance way, to be at the mercy of 
any evil-minded servant or school-fellow, of whom, alas ! 
there are too many ready to instruct him. 

No pure-minded person has ever spoken to him on the 
f n ° au ^ en ti c knowledge of the organs and 

that una ° f h ! S , OW " n 0dy ’ ° r their ri S ht uses - What wonder 
that’ an ^ ^ S ^ eaSy pre T to evil ! The marvel is 

that a y wIus U S. S thr °" gh ^ ** ° f —P*** 

And is the girl much safer ? 

what 6 a childT^ CarefUl mother cann °t always be sure of 
^nd less a tb Tr i0nS and atten dants will be or say ; 

°° 1 lan at bome > where, even supposing her 
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to be always obedient to the r 

and newspapers, she can hardly fail ^ Certain bo <*s 

that rouse her curiosity; a *•“ l • sub J ects mentioned 
harmless if she had any pure y ,nnocen t in itself, and 
to satisfy it. But, havfng « which 

that she too often enquires of tho ^ 1° CaUSe for sur Prise 
her, and thus learns evil where , are unfit to teacb 

the truth. ' here she only sought to know 

To many girls of a more sensitive a 1 
the knowledge thus acquired weighs as^T*’ 0118 natUre 
up with an uneasy sense of wrong * ^ t0 

the true from the false, the pure from thJ\ Separate 

are too shy to broach, eCen w^ their mothe T'v “ d 
she carefully avoids. ’ su bject which 

These things ought not so to be. 

Let us look them resolutely in the face, and instead of 
continuing to pursue a method that we feel to be mistaken 
and injurious in its consequences, see if there is not a way 
to look our innocent children in the face, and guide them to 
a pure knowledge of all pure things. 

Botany and physiology are now commonly taught to 
children, and though in the study of the latter science all 
mention of the organs of reproduction is carefully omitted, 
children, if they do not know already, must soon learn by 
analogy that they themselves have corresponding organs and 
functions with those of a flower. It has been pointed out by 
those who have thought on the subject, that botany, therefore, 
supplies us with the means of instruction we need, and that 
the one pure science should be deliberately used to teach the 
other, equally pure. The mother herself must be the best 
teacher, and a very little time devoted to the study of 
elementary botany would supply her with material for quite 
early lessons. It is not possible to fix an age at which to 
begin, but it must be in the earliest years of unconscious 
simplicity. The child can learn the difference in the names, 
colour, and form of flowers, as soon as it can learn a,, y nn S- 
The next step would be to simple lessons in t e c 1 J*® 
parts of a plant, the vegetative organs of root, s era, ^ , 
passing on to the reproductive organs mt e o\v , ^ 

oorollat stamen and pistil. Let the child be taught to nobce 
that all flowers have not quite the same organs, . 
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stamens only which shed the powdery pollen and are the 
TZZ little father, flowers; while others have the pistil 
X furnished with the stigma to catch the po len and are 
the females, or little mothers; that the one sort of flower ih 
necessary to the other in producing the little seed, or baby 
Diant which, when fertilized by the pollen, begins to grow in 
the ovary of the mother flower- Every little child knows that 
the egg containing the germ of the little chick comes from 
the body of the hen. Because it is always spoken of openly 
and naturally, the child takes it as a matter of course and 
manifests no unwholesome curiosity, and if from the first it 
was taught that the puppy, the kitten, or the little rabbit, its 
accustomed play-fellows, owed their existence to a father as 

.. .1 M ' ^ ^ , r r t ¥ 






brought to perfection, it would accept these facts also with 
equal simplicity. As soon as the thought occurs to the child 
that it is itself furnished with similar organs to those of a 
flower, let the discovery be treated as a happy one, and 
explain how, by-and-by , as children grow to be men and 
women, these organs are perfected for use. A child may and 
should understand in a rudimentary manner the natural 
processes of reproduction long before it has any thought of 
evil connected with them, and if the mother would exert 
herself to be its teacher there would be no fear of defilement 


to the child, who would accept all it learnt at its mother’s 
knee with perfect simplicity and think no more of it than the 
other natural processes of its own body. 

It is worth some trouble and forethought to be able to win 
and retain the childish confidence: to establish that sympathy 
and openness without which it is impossible for the parent to 
teach and guide her child as it grows to maturity, and when 
the inevitable knowledge of evil comes, presenting to the 
growing mind so many problems with which it ought not to 
e t to struggle in loneliness. W ith mutual sympathy and 
openness thus established, it is easy to explain to a child that 

cont, , T gS Uni ° n ° f mal ° and female is a 

be is one, t at a perfect marriage as God intended it to 

suinlvW Tf U T n i n0t ° nly ° f bod y» but of soul, the one 

perfect wh T n! S " g “ the ° ther > to gether feeing a 

one to The * JUSt aS the tWO flowers ^e necessary the 
to the other in producing the seed, so the father is 
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